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ACTIONS - Limitation law - Nature of - Right of lien can be exercised
where an action is limited - Statutes of limitation are procedural - And can
be retrospective (H2) Chigbu v. Tonimas Ltd p. 1423

ACTIONS - Limitation of - Detinue claim - In respect of property being
wrongfully detained - May not be deemed limited - Until Statement of Claim
is filed (H4) Chigbu v. Tonimas Ltd p. 1423

ACTIONS - Limitation of - Statutes - Retrospective provisions of - Apply
in this case to bar some of the claims - As rightly held by the lower court
(H3) Chigbu v. Tonimas Ltd p. 1423

ACTIONS - Locus standi - Appeals - Invalid grant of right of occupancy

- Failure of government - To continue in appeal proceedings - Does not
remove locus standi of 1st respondent (H9) C.S.S. Bookshops v. Trustees
Muslim Com. p. 1375

APPEALS - Decision - Grounds of appeal - Allegation that they did not
arise - From lower court’s decision - Is not substantiated (H3) C.S.S.
Bookshops v. Trustees Muslim Com. p. 1375

APPEALS - Grounds of appeal - Nature - When based on issue of
interpretation of deeds, documents, etc. - They are of law (H2) Ogbimi v.
Niger Construction Ltd p. 1523

APPEALS - Grounds of appeal - Preliminary objection against them - As
being of mixed facts - Is not in the right form (H1) Ogbimi v. Niger
Construction Ltd p. 1523

APPEALS - Issues - Grounds of appeal - Competence - Allegation that no
issues were raised from grounds 5 & 13 - Is not correct (H2) C.S.S.
Bookshops v. Trustees Muslim Com. p. 1375
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APPEALS - Leave - Grounds of appeal - Nature of - Where facts struggle
with law for first place - The ground is of mixed law and fact - The ground
inissue here - Is one of law needing no leave (H1) Newswatch Comm. Ltd
v. Atta p. 1487

APPEALS - Leave - Grounds of appeal - That are of mixed law and fact
- Will be struck out - In the absence of leave of court (H1) C.S.S.
Bookshops v. Trustees Muslim Com. p. 1375

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW - Constitution - Supremacy of - Effect on
other Laws or Acts - Where they are inconsistent with the Constitution -
Court has jurisdiction to declare them invalid, null and void (H2) Fasakin
Foods Ltd. v. Shosanya p. 1447

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW - Fair hearing - Denial - Where court creates
environment - For fair hearing of a case for both parties - A party that fails
to utilize the fair process - Cannot accuse the court (H5) Newswatch
Comm. Ltd v. Atta p. 1487

COURTS - Hearing - Motions - Refusal of trial court to hear counsel move
motion - Did not occasion miscarriage of justice - In the peculiar
circumstances of this case - Where Supreme Court will come to same
conclusion (H4) Newswatch Comm. Ltd v. Atta p. 1487

COURTS - Jurisdiction - Legislation - Power to transfer a matter - Under
s. 22 of Federal High Court Act - Lagos State High Court cannot transfer
matters to Federal High Court - Till State Assembly legislates on that
subject (H1) Fasakin Foods Ltd. v. Shosanya p. 1447

COURTS - Jurisdiction - Where not available - Proper order for the court
to make - Is an order striking out the proceedings - Not an order of transfer

(H3) Fasakin Foods Ltd. v. Shosanya p. 1447

EVIDENCE - Admissibility - Instrument - Where not stamped nor
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registered - Court of Appeal rightly expunged it from the record - In line
with s. 16 Land Instrument Registration Law (H4) Ogbimi v. Niger
Construction Ltd p. 1523

JUDGMENTS - Decision - Appeals - Perverse decision - Meaning - Where
Court of Appeal ignores relevant facts - Supreme Court will set its decision
aside (H10) C.S.S. Bookshops v. Trustees Muslim Com. p. 1375

JUDGMENTS - Reversal - Evidence - Though Exhibit B was rightly
expunged by lower court - Reversal of the judgment was wrong - As
the judgment is sustained by other evidence on record (H5) Ogbimi v.
Niger Construction Ltd p. 1523 Ogbimi v. Niger Construction Ltd p.
1523

JUDICIAL PRECEDENTS - Motions - Distinguishing - Onyekwuluje
case facts - On the need for court to hear - And pronounce on any process
before it - Are not same with present case - As trial court in its judgment

- Eventually ruled on the motion in issue (H3) Newswatch Comm. Ltd v.
Atta p. 1487

LAND LAW - Instrument - Definition - Land Instrument Registration Law
s. 2 - A document that purports to transfer interest in land - Is an
instrument - No matter its form (H3) Ogbimi v. Niger Construction Ltd
p. 1523

LAND USE ACT - Existing right - Grant of fresh right of occupancy -
Over an existing interest - Is not tantamount to revocation of such interest
(H8) C.S.S. Bookshops v. Trustees Muslim Com. p. 1375

LAND USE ACT - Right of occupancy - Notice of revocation - Where not
adequate - Power of revocation - Was not exercised in compliance with

the Act (H6) C.S.S. Bookshops v. Trustees Muslim Com. p. 1375

LAND USE ACT - Right of occupancy - Revocation - Validity - Overriding
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public interest - Where one is a deemed holder of right - When non
development will not matter - Revocation in this case - Was invalid (H7)
C.S.S. Bookshops v. Trustees Muslim Com. p. 1375

LAND USE ACT - Right of occupancy - Revocation of, by the Governor
- Must be as provided in s. 28 of the Act - Or court will declare it invalid
(H5) C.S.S. Bookshops v. Trustees Muslim Com. p. 1375

LAND USE ACT - Title - Statutory right of occupancy - Where a party
was holder of a State lease title - At the commencement of the Act - He
shall continue to hold the land - As if he were holder of statutory right of
occupancy under s.34 (H4) C.S.S. Bookshops v. Trustees Muslim Com.
p. 1375

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS - Delay tactics - Advice to client - Should be
given in the light of the applicable law - In a manner that will not mislead
the novice client (H6) Newswatch Comm. Ltd v. Atta p. 1487

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS - Litigation - Meaning - Defence counsel -
Needs to painstakingly defend the action - Avoiding trickish presentation
of the case - Which is not part of good advocacy (H7) Newswatch Comm.
Ltd v. Atta p. 1487

MOTIONS - Hearing of - Motion to arrest judgment - Onyekwuluje case
- Decided that a court must hear a motion - Or any process before it - Even
if improperly filed (H2) Newswatch Comm. Ltd v. Atta p. 1487

STATUTES - Interpretation - Limitation law - Retrospective construction
of statutes - Presumption against - Does not affect laws on practice and
procedure of the courts (H1) Chigbu v. Tonimas Ltd p. 1423



\Y

INDEX OF STATUTES & RULES

Constitution of Nigeria 1979, ss. 233, 239, 274(1) and (3) Fasakin Foods
Ltd. v. Shosanya p. 1447; s. 33 Newswatch Comm. Ltd v. Atta p. 1487

Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 ss. 233(2)(b) & (c)
and 234 Newswatch Comm. Ltd v. Atta p. 1487

Evidence Act ss. 227(1)(2) and (3) Ogbimi v. Niger Construction Ltd p.
1523

Federal High Court Act (Cap 134) L.F.N 1990; ss. 22(3) & (4) Fasakin
Foods Ltd. v. Shosanya p. 1447

High Court Law Cap. 61 Laws of Eastern Nigeria s. 15 Chigbu v. Tonimas
Ltd p. 1423

High Court of Lagos State (Civil Procedure) Rules, 1972 Fasakin Foods
Ltd. v. Shosanya p. 1447

Imo State Limitation Edict, 1994 ss. 18, 44 and 45 Chigbu v. Tonimas Ltd
p. 1423

Interpretation Act Cap. 89 Laws of the Federation and Lagos 1950 s. 45
Chigbu v. Tonimas Ltd p. 1423

Interpretation Law Cap. 66 Laws of Eastern Nigeria s. 13 Chigbu v.
Tonimas Ltd p. 1423

Land Instrument Registration Law Cap. 81 Laws of Bendel State, 1976 ss.
2 and 16(2) Ogbimi v. Niger Construction Ltd p. 1523

The Limitation Act of 1623 Chigbu v. Tonimas Ltd p. 1423



